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EMILY’S LIST AUSTRALIA — PAT GILES LUNCH 
Statement by Member for Mirrabooka 

MS J.M. FREEMAN (Mirrabooka) [12.56 pm]: On Saturday, 15 March, EMILY’s List Australia awarded the 
annual Pat Giles and “Don’t be too polite girls” Awards at the Pat Giles Lunch. The Pat Giles Award honours the 
remarkable achievements of Senator Pat Giles, who was a leader in ensuring women’s participation in the broad 
labour movement. Further, she ensured that their community activism was recognised for the integral impact it 
has on the wellbeing of our community. The lunch, which was attended by some 50 women, young and old, 
heard a stirring address by Hon Yvonne Henderson, a former leading member of Parliament and minister in a 
Labor government and, most recently, the previous Commissioner for Equal Opportunity. Her speech outlined 
comprehensively the establishment and ongoing need for the Equal Opportunity Commission to shine the light 
on discrimination because it is there to protect the most vulnerable and least able to speak up. 

On 28 March 2014, submissions for the review of the Equal Opportunity Commission of Western Australia and 
the Director of Equal Opportunity in Public Employment will close. It is important that submissions are made to 
the review to ensure that the Equal Opportunity Commission maintains its independence and its capacity to 
ensure the maintenance and enhancement of community standards. 

It was with delight that EMILY’s List could recognise the commitment and dedication that Yvonne Henderson 
has to justice and fairness in the community by awarding her the Pat Giles Award. The “Don’t be too polite 
girls” Award, named after the iconic song, is to encourage an active young woman to continue her good work in 
promoting women and their issues in the labour movement. It was awarded to Ellie Whiteaker. One of the few 
women presidents of WA Young Labor, Ellie has driven the young women’s group, encouraging and motivating 
these women to get involved. Ellie now works for the Australian Manufacturing Workers’ Union; it is an effort 
for any young woman to work in a male-dominated union but she has taken up the challenge. 
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